
Weston Longville Parish Council 
c/o The Parish Clerk, 36 Acres Way 

Drayton, NORWICH, NR8 6UT 
Tel:  01603 527095 

Email: weston.longville@yahoo.co.uk  
	  

Minutes of the meeting held on 
Monday 13 July 2015, 7.30pm in the Hall for All, Weston Longville 

 
PRESENT: 
Clare Morton (CM), (Chair), Peter Ross (PR) , Ruth Goodall (RG), Craig O’Brian (CO) and John 
Staveley (JS), Ruth Goodall, and Anthony Thomas. 
 
Other attendance: Sonya Blythe (clerk) 

 
1 Apologies for Absence 

 
 None received. 

  
2 Members’ Declarations of Interests 

  
 None declared. 

 
3 To approve and sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 May 2015 

 
 The minutes of the meeting were approved subject to the following changes:- 

 
Item 6 should read: 
PR gave an update on the traveller site application, which had been turned down on grounds of 
noise.  BDC had advised that on first reading the noise limit from the turbines would not be 
exceeded in any dwelling.  Clarification had been sought around what would happen if the traveller 
site is within noise limits.  
 
Item 9 should read 
PR clarified that Weston Longville, Hockering, Morton on the Hill and Attlebridge are able to apply 
for bids from the fund.    This can be used for donations and grants, the former for organisations 
which do not need to be formally constituted.   It was AGREED that CM would replace former 
councilor LW on the panel and would chair the meetings.   A meeting would be convened by CM 
before the next parish council meeting to discuss the bid process.  
 
Item 10C – RG advised that several members of the PC and parishioners had been involved in the 
meeting.  
 

4 To receive information on matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the 
agenda 
 

 Item 9 – meeting not yet been organised.  
 
Item 8 - RG confirmed that Broadland District Council (BDC) had been contacted.  They would not 
agree to loan the camera out to witness fly tipping but would put signs up.  Councllors agreed to 
request signs on Dark Lane and one each end of the Broadway.   Clerk to action.  
 
Item 6  - PR reported that Hayes McKenzie have produced a noise report, which BDC will not do an 
independent review of despite Hayes McKenzie representing the developer at the appeal hearing.  
The noise limits fall just within limits, by a decibel. It was agreed that PR would email the report to 



all councilors and investigate the cost of having an independent review of the report.  
 

5 To discuss a Strategy for the spending of Community Benefit Monies  
 

 Councillors were reminded that they currently hold £15k with no caveats, £8k which has to be spent 
within two years (and spending suggestions must be submitted in advance for) and access to an 
additional  £9k per year which is to be spent between Weston Longville, Hockering, Attlebridge and 
Morton on the Hill.  
 
It was agreed that where possible the £8k would be used first due to the time limit and then the £9k 
shared fund with the £15k being kept in reserves.  
 
Criteria had been drawn up previously for spending the Temporis funds; this remit would be used 
again for organisations to base their applications on; all applications which would support the 
community more widely would be considered though.  
 
The funds would be advertised within the Wensum Diary and a meeting would be organised to 
consider all applications previously received.  
 

6 Report on the June CPRE Light Pollution seminar (Peter Ross) 
 

 PR reported that he had attended a light pollution conference ran by the CPRE.  He advised that 
the parish was a rarity in that it still maintained dark skies, which 90% of the population did not have 
and which was therefore important to preserve.  It was important to refuse street lighting and angle 
security lights carefully away from the sky.  
 

7 To Discuss the Portfolios held by Councillors  
 

 The following portfolios were agreed:- 
 
PR – Non parish planning / parish liaison 
CM - Parish planning 
JC – Communications  
RG – Village hall / NNDR 
AT - Business 
JS – Traffic / NNDR 
CO – Greener Weston. 
All - Seniors  
 

8 Highways issues 
a) To receive an update (John Staveley)  
b) To consider tasks for the next Highway Rangers visit (Clerk) 
c) Update on NDR (John Staveley) 
d) To discuss desired end outcome on completion of the NDR to the A1067 (Clare Morton) 
 

 a) JS reported that data from the speed device had been calculated.  It demonstrated that 
southbound the traffic volume had reduced but north bound (from the A47) it had increased.  On 
average 4000 vehicles passed through the village each weekday. The average southbound speed 
was 31.2mph and north was 34.6mph, with the highest traffic volume occuring at 10am.  
Councillors agreed to send a summary of the figures to Highways and to request the parish speed 
gun back from Attlebridge to take new readings throughout the parish. JS to action. 
 
Following previous discussions it was agreed to order “we will report you if over 6”6” signs for the 
parish.  CM to action.  



 
b) On top of the usual requests, Highways would be asked for advice regarding the speed of growth 
at Woodyard Corner and what could be done to change this and improve visibility for drivers.  
In addition the following would be reported: 

• The 6”6 sign down at junction of Paddy;s Lane and Wood Lane was overgrown 
• The 30mph sign, southbound into village, was overgrown 
• A pothole on the corner of Weston Green Road and Paddy’s Lane. 
• Both sides of the verge at the Hall for All entrance were overgrown 
• The “ongoing traffic sign” on Marl Hill had been hit by a car and needed repairing.  

 
c) It was noted that the development consent order had been granted for the NNDR, which would 
now go ahead.  
 
d) A conversation was held around the strategy required for the parish to get its preferred outcome 
if the NNDR was built.  
 
It was agreed that the council’s stance would be for interim traffic management to be put in to the 
parish, as short-term measures were needed to protect the area.  Lobbying figures would be 
presented to NCC to point out the unsustainability for traffic increase within the parish in the longer 
term. The ideal final position would be that of a viaduct built across the Wensum valley to link the 
NNDR and the A47, though not all councilors agreed on this.   
 
RG to forward the presentation she gave at the planning enquiry to CM. 
 
Highways had previously offered sign designs, for the council to give an opinion 
on.  Nothing yet received,  JS to follow up and ask if the signs had been taken forward. 
 

9 Village Hall and Play area  
a) Update (Ruth Goodall) 
 

 RG reported that the hall was doing well financially.  There was a recurring problem however with 
renters leaving the fire door unlocked. 
 

10 Greener Weston 
a) To receive an update (Anthony Thomas)  
b) To consider holding a ‘nature day’ in conjunction with NWT (Clare Morton) 
 

 a) AT reported that the rose bushes were all in bloom.  
b) CO suggested holding a nature day in conjunction with Norfolk Wildlife Trust.  Councillors 

agreed this was an excellent idea and asked CO to take it forward. 
 

11 To consider Planning issues: 
a) Planning Applications/Enforcement (Clerk) 
b) Impact of developments in Morton Land on road safety (Justin Cohu)  
 

 a) PR noted that there was a shadow flicker complaint on the enforcement list from BDC (ref 
2015ENF076). PR agreed to contact Broadland for more detail.  

b) A discussion was held around the new Government policy on managing housing problems, 
which was to give brown field sites automatic approval for planning development.  It was agreed 
that a neighbourhood plan would not help in this instance as it was not possible to state what 
parishes did not want, only what they did.   It was agreed to find reference to greenfield sites 
within minutes of previous meetings. 

c) JC advised that there had been no updates on the Meadow View planning application.  
 



12 To receive correspondence and agree action/response (Clerk) 
 

 None outstanding.  
 

13 Financial matters 
 
a) The revised accounts for 2015/2016 were received. 
b) Following a written request, a donation to All Saint’s Church of £500 for grounds maintenance 
was proposed and agreed  
c) The following payments were agreed:   

i) Peter Ross – Expenses for light pollution conference £15 
ii) Clerk salary and expenses July - Sep (salary £437.80, expenses £22.08, tax £109.60) 
(£437.80 paid by standing order, remainder cheque) 

d) Recycling credits from Broadland Council of £71.65 were noted. 
e) The 2014-15 audit report was considered. It was agreed to appoint Emma Stone as internal 
auditor again in 2015-16.  

 AOB 
 
CO reported that the A47 was due to close for resurfacing; concern was raised regarding traffic 
using Breck Lane at speed during this time.  CO agreed to notify the police make them aware.  
 

14 To confirm the date and venue of 2015 future meetings: 
 
14 September, 9 November. 

  
Meeting closed at 9.30pm 

 
 
 Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Chairman. 


